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paper either jointly written by some members of the group or by   an individual.   So
far as future conferences are concerned, the papers   submitted will have   thus   been
the result of systematic study and mature deliberation.   At   the   same   time,   there
may be other material resulting from such study and discussions, which   may   well
find a place in the journal.   If in the course of time we find that this  system works
successfully and that we have more material than   we can afltord to publish   in   the
Journal, we may think of the arranging for the issue for special bulletins on special
topics.   Arrangements will have to be made  for some contact   between   the   centres
during the course of a year, so that each  may   be aware of the progress of work in
the other.   In some cases, one centre may be in a  position to help another   by   the
supply   of   information   or by   advice.   The annual report of the work of the Asso-
ciation would then contain information regarding the work in different  centres, which
means that the   centres   will   have   to   keep   the  central   office   informed of   the
work   done   in   each   place.   The   work  of   the    Secretary   of     the   Association
is bound to increase   and he may   have to be   provided with suitable assistance for
the purpose. This would   result in. live   and continuous   work   throughout the year
by the members of the   Association   in different  groups, and when   the   result   of
such a work is pooled   at the end of the   year at the   time of Conference, wo shall
certainly have   something   of which   the Association and Conference can be proud.
This will also enable   those   who for one reason   or another, are not able to attend
the Conference and of   the work   of the   Association,   because they   would at least
be in a position to help   the study   group in the local centre by their co-operation.
This work should as far as possible be done in co-operation with Economic Societies
or similar organisations,   if any, are in existence at any centre. These  study groups
should be able to obtain the help   and co-operation of the Government Departments
and of Commercial   bodies  in this   work. By   some such   arrangement, which is in
no way revolutionary and which would   enable to develop gradually from the exist-
ing nucleus that we possess,   we should   be in a position to make our opinion both
weighty and valuable,   to raise   our  status   high  in   public   esteem,   to   make tho
membership of the Association a matter of pride and privilage, and to make its work
in general a   thing which   those concerned cannot   afford to   neglect. In organising
on the lines I have suggested the financial   aspect has been borne in mind ; though
there will be some additional office expenditure, it will be within our means and will
be worth while. It should be   difficult for   us to be able to increase our membership
if our work improves,   in whith   case increased   fees will more than meet  the addi-
tional expenditure, The work of the local centres will automatically attract interested
persons who will be  willing to join the Association.

f'A RAY OF TRUE LIGHT"

I realise that the success of our work may depend on co-operation, and in some
cases, even the financial assistance of Universities, commercial bodies aud persona
and of the Government ; but we cannot expect to get such assistance unless wo
have gone a step forward ourselves and created a demand for it. In spite of diffi-
culties, I am optimistic, that once the value of our work is appreciated on, its
merits such assistance would be forthcoming. In doing so, however, we shall have
on the one hand to give an assurance and on the other to ask for privilege that
our work shall be on scientific lines and in the true interest of the country, it shall
therefore be free from pressure of outside parties or of those with preconceived
notions. The task of scientific investigator is difficult because he cannot please
parties if we worship science and truth. His work should be therefore all the more
valuable and deserving of encouragement by those who realise that at this juncture
in the history of the country, an organised progress in this connection is both de-
sirable and urgent.

Out of the darkness created by systematically fostered prejudices  and   organised
selfishness, a ray   of   true   economic   light   may  yet penetrate.   The force of that
light for good will depend on   the   devotion   of   the   disinterested economist to hit*
science, helped in his difficult task by those in power and authority   in private and-
public life.   We can only pray that the foresight necessary   for bringing forth such
devotion and such help   will   not   be lacking,   and that the privilege of an atmos-
phere of freedom in which alone creative thought may blossom will not   be   denied
to the economist; otherwise the thinking that is done to order or in an atmosphere
of fear and suspense will be like the incoherent mumbling of a man in   dotage  tho
precursor of the approaching end.                                                                   '
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